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DECLA~I ED PER ·--Ll-U..U.~4,of-l'f#r""ri:;r
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401ST BOIIBARD NT GROOP (H) 

REPORT OF OPERATIC AL 

DAY 

MISSI01 SUMMARY REPORT 

MISSION 198 Date 1 January 1945 

ASSIG ,NT 

1. Assigned Tar~eta BITBU , GERMANY 

2. Camaitmenta: 'l'he 40let Group furnished th complete 36 A/C 94th "C" 
Groupe Three f were aoheduled. · one for each sq~adron. A 
spare accompanied each box. 

EXECUTION 

1. Target Bambeda BLBURG. GERliAlfY 

2 a. Group Leader: CAPT. c. A. IS (Dempsey) 

Lead NaTigator: CAPT. c. • SELLE "" ( altere- m) 

tra ·Navigator& CAPT. R. F. CAUS Y 

Lead Bombardier: CAPT. • DOLA 

b . ~Squadron Leader: lat Lt . J. J . BR<MB 

Lead BaTi. ator: lst Lt. J. D. B Oi'fN (Goodman- KO) 

Lead Bombardier a lat t. • F. SCHIEFER 

c. ~ Squadron Leader: lat Lt. • (Kochel)· 

Lead Navigator: 1st Lt. A. D. AINLEY (Tharpe - 110) 

Lead Bombardiera 1st Lt. c. H. NOTT 

3 FliGht~ England : 

a . Takeoff : 

1akeoff' wa.a as brieted. Th ceiling was leu than 2. 000 feet with 
lOjlOtha coverage. The tops of th clouds were between 11 , 000 and 12, 000. 
All ships picked up considerable clear ice on the olimb to Cotteamore 
buncher . 

- 1 ... 



Mission Summarr Report (Cont'd) 

3. Squadron ~ Group Asse blies1 

The lead squadron assembled at 16,000 feet. 'l'b.e group was formed 
prior to the laat cir~le around the buncher, with the formation being rather 
loose. This waa probably due to the full gas load and f,OOO pound bO!Ilb 
load which the ships were carrying plus the large amount of ice which was 
pick~d up enroute to the buncher. 

c. Route Over England: 

94th "C" eparted the b~ncher a little south of Point nyn and on 
time. ing assembly was completed on the secon kJ leg, near the ashl 
The groups followed 94th "B" by leu than one half minute and turned on 
t he inside of 94th "B" at C.P. 1 since 94th " " was running 2 minutes late. 
94th "C" croased C. • 1 to the left of 94th "B" and 1 minute late. 
"Cowboy Able", the 4th group in th diVision column, was on time and was 
crowding 94th "B"; which did not leave~ sufficient interval for 94th "C" 
to follow 94th "B" across c. P. 1. 

4:. ttacks 

The briefe route was followed. 94th " " fell in behind 94th "B" 
idway across the channel aft er c!oi two s allow double dri.f'ts to the 

left at th IP, 94th "B" starte its GH run and started a turn in a 
northerly direction evidently Ln an atte~pt to get back on the GH course. 
As a re ult 94th "C" turned sharply to the le.f't, flew about 20 aeoonds 
a d then did a 180° to the right, which heading s followed until the 
navigator got back on the Gee o rve he was to follow in to the target. 
94th " B" cross in front or 94th "C" at; bombs e. ray, th 'ormer group 
rele sin its bombs approxi ely 46 second ahead of 94th "c". 

b. B bing~' 

~e cloud c ov r at tho IP an all the way down the run was a solid 
undercast o the group att&cked t he primary blind. The lead squadron had 
no GH a hip so the group bombed with the Gee box and in conjt notion w1 th 
the slllOke rkers of the two preceding groups. This had been decided be
fore takeoff. 94th "C" swung about 2 miles south of the IP in order to 
reach a G line that was going to be followed in from that point right into 
the target. As th~ formation headed ast~ on the bomb run, a formatio 
on the right gradually pushed 94th "C" to the north so 94th "C" turned 
directly north, flew that way for a minute, then did a 180° turn and came 
south till it hit t e original Gee line and then ·ent east again. That 
gave the other group time t o ge t ahead and the group had a straight smooth 
run from there on in. The Gee line .,.s used for course and the rate was 
kille by check points previously picked and easured. The bombardi r 
checked the rate points called orr by the navigator and th travel of the 
inoix checked very well. This was quit si ilar to the PF~ yste that 

is used. The mnoke rkers of the pr cedin~ groups were oroa•e just about at 
the release point, so the bombs were sal voed b r the group 1 ad when the -
indices met. Bombing was done in group formation. The High ana Low squadrons 
leaders aalvoed on the leader's bombs. All others used a 60 ft. intervalometer 
setting • The AFCE waa ole:. Resul ta were unob ae rved. -



Mission Summary Report (Cont'd) 

Flight from Targeta 

The briefed route was followed . After b bs away the group let down 
to 22,500 feet to get under a shelf of high clouds. Cycle relay advised 
all bomber groups to stay above 17,000 feet until reaching England, which 
94th "C" did. 

d. eturn to B se: 

e. 

After crossing the English Coast a 
viainity of the wash area and the group 
was brolken up into squadrons, with the 
to th ir respecti? tand off points, a 

la ge break was observed in the 
let down to 2,000 reet before it. 
low and high squadrons preceding 

ship landed aa ly at home base. 

ather was described as 9/10 to 30 miles inside Belgian Coast , tops 
to 14-15,000 fe t , bee ing solid over target area. 

f. Fi ,hter Support a 

gh.er support was good . 

t; • Comments on ormationa 

Good to excellent, the 1 tt r existing on the bomb run. 

h . Conclusions and eoommendationsa 

Non • 

5. iroraft Not Att ckingz 

All sch ul d /C attacked. 

6. Enemy apposition: 

No air opposition encounter d (see Flak Report for flak) 

7. Battle Damage: 

one 

B. Casualties: 

None -· 

Statistical Summary 2.£ Operations: (See attache ro ) 

10. lembing ~: 

a. ObserYationaa 

See next page. - s -



Mission Summary Report (Cont td) 

10. ... OhwerTationJI' 

i 

Due to solid Underca.at reaul ts were unobaerTed. From all indications 
the run was highly successful -- all navigat•oas deTicea includint PFF 
equipment and r;ee boxea of all aircraft in this group sho that the target 
ar a was well hit. 

b. Disposition!!£.. Bomba a 

~ Squa ron1 

All 12 aoheduled A/C attacked tj pri r,r target, droppin 112 X 50~ 
RD bombs. The spare returned 12 RDX bonbs to ase -- 1 bomb was held up 
in A/C 1730 and jettisone·. 

Lo Squadron: 

All 12 soh duled A/C ttacked the pri ary target, dropping 119 IDX 
and 24 GP bombs on tho target. he spare returned 12 RD • bo ib to base. 

High quadron: 

All 12 scheduled A/C att okod the pri ry target dropping 131 OC and 
12 GP bonbs on the target. 'l'h. spa.re returned 12 RDX bombs to base 

c. T bul ar Sum."!l&ry 2£. Di sp o i ti on 2.£. B0t1b n : 

Aircraft Bomba 
Over B b- UDI.• FUsing 
Tar~et in~ ber Sise Type No so Tail 

Bomb fall 36 36 ( 36 500/f GP 1/10 1/40 
(392 500/1· RDX l/10 1/40 

Other A ttaoka ... .. .. ... ... -
fetal ombs on rget 36 

392 

Other Expenditures 1 

Bomb eturned 36 

Total (Loaded on A/0 Takinr; orr) 36 
429 

n. Lost Aircraft: 

None. 

Submitte By: 

soon GP 1/10 
500// RDX 1/10 

500/1: RDX 1/10 

500 RDX 1/.!0 

500/f GP 1/10 
soQJi. RDX 1L1o 

KEt W. DAUBLE, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Statistical Officer. 

1/40 
1/40 

1/40 
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1/40 
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HEA DQ,UARTE~\S 
FOU:l HUND~ ,::;') FE\GT ~- or~ ... A ·Dfi1BNT G ... ~.ou ... ~ (H) 

Office of the Navi3ation Officer 

SU~J~CT: Lead Navigator's Narrative of ~aid on 

.. 

TO Commanding Officer, 40lst _ ornbardment Group ( H), A.i~ o 557, 
u. s. Army. 

1. Fli3ht plan and Lo3 attached. 
2. Trac~ chart attached. 
3. Narrative: 

a. T/0 at 08'5, hours. 
b. Grou) formed at hours on 

at ft. 
c. Wing assembly was completed at hours at 
d. ~~.oute over En3land was (not) flown as briefed. -

t t ... o 0 f'. 
0 

e. :r-1ethods of navigati ·::m over Bn3land. 
• • • 

f. Jivision formation was joined at hrs. at 
0• ?li3ht to I. ~ . was ~) as oriefed . 

h. Methods of navi3ation to the I. £. 

, 0 • I . . . 
1. ~()mb run. 

(1) Actual I. ~ . was (not) as briefed. 
4 - -l 

(2) 
( 3) 
( 4) 
(5) 
( 6) 
(7) 

True headin3 over tar3et --~7~0~----' 
Actual drift 1Ji; :r!. . \. 
Altitude over "i'ar@t" . 200 
Ti 1 b c~~~~~ me oom s away 1~34 • 
\'find used for bombing 2 e """"' 
~1 ethod of tar.:;et identif~a:t!'P3h. 

X d • 

• # 6 

1 ft 



( 8 )· Difficulties on bo:nb run. 

4t ore t1 0 c r 0 r' 
r1 t .ft l • • 

(9) vleather over Tar :::set. 

10 /l t 0 
( 10) Axis of withdrawal 0 

j. Grou) rally was accO':)lished at at 
1;:. iHn:; rally was acco,..., ) lished at one at 
1. Division rally was acco;;,J lished at one at 
J:l . Fli :.;ht hO''"' e was (~ as briefed . 

n. Hethods of navi3ation on return route. 

ee ' lv y ' • • • 1 ot , 0 

o ~ \Vinds alof't were ( ~ called out to the for:"' a tion • 
.l.J• Fi~shter rendezvous were ( ~ as briefed. 

q. PerforMance of equi .Y:ent. 

{ 1) 
( 2) 
( 3) 
( 4) 
( 5) 

~acl:ey 

Gee 
Radio Co::_Jass 
Flux -rate . ::> 

Other Equi_Y:! en 

0 

- 2 -

.. 
hrs. 
hrs. 
hrs. 



HEADQ,UAI\TE:~s 
FOU: ~ h"UND~ ·,0 9 Fil~GT "- OF, .. A . Dl' :ErTT G:.· ~ou ... ) (H) 

Office of the Navi~ation Officer 

SU~JECT: Lead Navigator's Narrative of ~aid on--=-*-~-=~~~~~--

TO Commanding Officer, 40lst _ orn bardment Group (H), A.~.: o 557, 
U. S. Army. 

1. Fli3ht plan and Lo3 attached. 
2. Trac~ chart attached. 
3. Narrative: 

a. T/O at o,.OJ hours. 
b. Grou~ formea at 0946 hours on --ww~~~.rw-

a t lG Q;,)Q f t . 
c. 11'/ing ass'embly was completed at 
d .... ~.oute over Ene;land was (not) flown as 

e. :r.1ethods of navigati::m over ::.!ngland. 
0 

f. Jivision fo rmation was joined at 
3 · 7li3ht to r. r . was (not) as oriefed. 

h. Methods of navigati~n to the I. ~ . 

, 1c 

1. ::: omb run . 

hours at 
br~efed. 

hrs. at 

{1) Actual r. ~ . was (not) as briefed. 

(2) True headin; over tar; et So • 
(3) Actual drift 6 
(4) Altitude over tar0 et 24, 40> 
( 5) Ti..rne b om bs away 1135 • 
( 6) 1'11.nd used for bombing t!. :015 . 
(7) Hethod of tar3et iden tification. 

- 1 -

bun cher . 



- ' 

( 8 )· Difficulties on b .::rnb run. 

(9) Weather over Tar ~et. 
10/l s 

( 10) Axis of wi·thdrawal ----------------------------· 
j. Grou) rally was acco'! )lished at a.t __ _ 
L:. ~vin ~; rally was acco....., ) lisl;led at --------- at 
1. Division rally was accor,)lished. at at. ___ _ 
n. Fli~ht ho~ e was (not) as briefed. 

n. ~ethods of navi3ation on return route. 

' c 

o. \Vinds aloft were ( lli:IX) called out to the for:~ a tion. 
:..)• Fi ~~hter rendezvous were (:st~) as briefed. 

q. Performance of equi )''! ent. 

( 1) 
( 2) 
( 3} 
( 4) 
( 5) 

.g iclcey 
Gee 

• • . . 
Radio Co::)ass • • 
Flux 3ate • • 
Other Equ i _:f:" ent 

... 2 -

" 
lot ...... ' ... a. 

Lead Navi! ~ a tor. o 
. ' q . 

., ' 

hra .. 
hrs. 
hrs. 



HEADQ.UAI\TE:l\S 
FOU:~ HUND_,:.::; l) FE~GT ,_ m: .... A Il:ENT G! ... OU ... ' (H) 

Office of the Navi3ation Officer 

Date 

• 

su:._JJ:CT: Lead Navigator's Narrative of ~aid on ,.,•,"!fX:t, y 

TO Commanding Officer, 40ls t _ ornbardmen t Group ( H), A.~.~ o 557, 
u.s. Army. 

1. Fli3ht plan and Log attached. 
2. Trac~ chart attached. 
3. Narrative: 

a. T/0 at 0155 hours. 
b. Grou~ formed at 0_ hours on 

at 1 , 0 ft. 
c. 1,Ving assembly was completed at 
d. ~~.oute over EnGland was (not) flown as 

e. 11-lethods of navigati:::m over l.m3land. 
' . . 

f. Jivision formation was joined at 
g. ?li3ht to I. 2 . was (not) as oriefed . 

h. !1-Tethods of navic;ati ::m to the I, .~.- . 
, • • 

i. ,;:. prnb run . 

hours at 
briefed. 

hrs. at 

( 1) Actual I • ,.) was (not) as briefed. ... . 
11 0 t ' t • • 

-~----------~-------=- 1 -

bunc.her. 
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.. 
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( 8 )• 

(9) 

Difficulties 

r 

on bo:nb run. 

of r l tt 

vvea t h er Jver Tar 'jet. 
f t 1 lOt .. 'l . • nt co tr 11 

t tit 
( 10) Axis of withdrawal 13 • 

j. Grou) rally was accO'"'"' ) lished at at __ _ 
1;:. 1fin~; ,rally was acco'•)lished. at at __ _ 
1. Division rally was accOf1

1
Jlished at _____ at ___ _ 

~. Fli ~ht ho~ e was (not) as briefed. 

n. ~-~ ethe>ds of navi3ation on return rou te. 

e , • • 

o. \Vinds aloft were ( ~ called out to the for;r- a tion • 
. ). Fi:shter rendezvous were (xU,) as briefed. 

q. Perfor:11 ance of equ i 71 ent. 

( 1) ~.; icl~ey z1 t 11 1 n 0 
(2) Gee 0 
( 3) Radio Co:l ) ass 
( 4) Flux -,a te 

·-' 01) 

( 5) Other J.:q 1J. i _:r" en t 0 ltlmet ot wor 1 

Lead Nav i: ._ a tor., 1 • 

~----~-- 2 -~----~--------------------

hrs. 
hrs. 
hrs. 



r DECLAW IED PER . N N u 7_~~ T -· ... -
• BY J , NARA DATE [~ .,. 

1r Car..!"!ander - Capt . C. wia F· LICHT · PLAN . . 

PILOT capt . n .rr~ n.nt:R••~ NAVICATOR Cal!t• R . ~.caw~y- Capt . c. ~lers DATE 7 J1Unlary 1945 

~TAT IONS c64.5.!_NC INE_~_QZ_lt,S_T AX I 0800 T.O. OC!_li_ _ 
SUN MOON TWILICHT 

LEAVE e .. € cottesncre 0948 Rrses Sets R1ses Seta AM PM 
COAST OUT 102r: __ I• ~NEMY COAST---l04t-----

~----- __!119 -------- Fut CainrniJ TARCET • 1154 · . WATCH .. ...... ... . ..... .... . .. ..... Slow RATE ...... .. .. .. sec:s /hour Losin9 
~NEM~OAST ____ 3QQ_ __________ 

At .. . . ..... ....... .. C.M.T. lina 1 ish coast 1 "rjq ]t'T'q lh'31 
Tt"Jt do?r n ,~, 

FROM W/V HEICHT,.., 
I. A.~ T. A.S, cou- DR I· TRUE VAR. MAC. C. S. DIST. TIME E.T. A. CELESTIAL DATA ---- - -------- MP 

.RSE FT HONG. HDNC. TIME BODY ALT. AZI. TO UESD /K (K) 
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I I 
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I I I _ __L_ __ _. ____ --

~20/5.5 25000 190 ]30 1~7 8 1.3.5 2 1~ 3 13 1 9 IP l c 3 1 I I .LtQ-~!iT Oli-?OR I I 

7 I I -• • ~0/5C • 190 65 - 15 70 7 17 ' 197 46 14 A 11.34 T. I 
I 1Ji9=_58j o6-3lE- --- I 
I v I I I 

f-- __. _ - - .. - - - - - - • r-?7 119 7 126 2.30 1 04t 1-t 11.39 I 
I 

I • • lit q_Jt QN o6-"' i=! I I I v I I 

- ___! _ -- _. _- ---- It • 1 0 .J5 .5 ' 191 2.36 11 O'j 1142 I I I • I I I IJtn "'c'" o6.1\.1R 

1/ ~5 265 I I I _ JL ___ ._ ----- • • 243 2.58 7 1 <J 21 fiT 11 9 I I I J, ... ... ... l'tL. . ,..~ I 
I I ,..., 

~ ~2 I I I f-- J ____ • __ ---- - ~0/2C 2.5000 ! 0 303 1-9 7 .319 145 48 20 ,l,9 212 I I I 
;b Q.Q,~ OJ:\-~ OF. I I I 

1~8.500 ~ 
I I I t • 

P,0/43 195 3lC 0 ~10 1 .317 1 i 67 21 • l 1238 !IJiv. ~r hP I 
;~~ Oh-:ooi -- -- 12000 :o I 

~00/.3:1 ~ 0 ~ 166 -2· 
ii~ ~56 14 

I I 
I -_ _! _ _ _ .._ __ ill __ 

~07 1.3 ~ 1-S 
I I 
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I I I • 0 • ~95 1-1 296 10 3 6 ~09 ~ ~ 14 I I I 
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I~ : I 
I 
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~"@!t ___ ------- ~ 
-
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I 00/35 0 to 149 124 . 11 ~25 10 1.35 l64 78 25 09.35 b l Clactcn 2000( 1 0~" I I 

v I I I 
1-- - -- --------- I I I 

I I I 

. F Ll C .H T R E C 0 R D 

W/V . I HEICHT RUN TO RUN I I.A.S. 
~OURSE 

USED TRUE MAC. NAVICATIONAL I CENERAL 
MP.H. ~ T. A.S. c. ·s. E .T.A . TIME 

WOR HDNC. OBSERVATION OBSERVATION AIR HDNC. I /K DIST. TIME DIST. TIME D. R. DR IF. I TEMP. 

( 1 0745) 0759 - njat tail wheel tire . L. ;1.--• oa 
~· · . ~ .. "C 

0852 '1' EO n 2.30 ~- 10/lOths, 2500 , ~ ~0 -
) ~· -- i ' 
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I 
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1026 . 130 2 • ort 01 t • 1 1 • ~ !20000 ., I 
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.. . -' I < . 
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11 140 s ~ -41 T ~ 25000 i '. 
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CONfiQ~!IAL 
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 

Office of the Communications Officer 
AAF Sta 128, APO 557 

J-A- 1 

Reference Field Order 600 
-=~-

7 JANUARY 19~ -----------------
SUBJECT: Communications Report, Operational Mission No 193 • 

TO Commanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), AAF Sta 128, APO 557. 

SECTION ONE - USE OF· RADIO NAVIGATIONAL AIDS 

1. Radio Beacons used: 2. MF/DF Fixes 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Splashers 1 ~ 
Fixed Beacons 
Bunchers, England ~ 
Bunchers, Continent ~ 

3. HF/DF Bearings 
4. VHF/DF Homings 
5. Distress Action 
6. Total A/C using Gee 

SECTION TWO - USE OF PFF 

H2X Micro-H 
1. Total A/C dispatched 3 
2. Total A/C over target 3 
3. Total s ets usable for bombing 3 

1. 
2. 
3. 

SECTION THREE - USE OF RCM 

Total A/C using Carpet ~ 
Total A/C r e leasing Chaff 
Total number of units released 1 • ------

SECTION FOUR - ACTUAL DEFICIENCIES BY EQUIPMENT 
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VHF 
Compass 
L1Ucon 
Command 

0 6. Gee 
0 7. H2X, Ml~~B!-

0 8. Carpet 
0 9. IFF 
0 10. SCS-51 

SECTION FIVE - REMARKS 

HAROLD M KENNARD, JR • 
..Capt.. ir -~rps, 
Gp Com 0. 

0 
a 
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